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My dad went to Graceland. (He) thought it was a great school, 
so he told all of his kids. I was the third of five. (He said) “you go 
to Graceland one year, no matter what. If you don’t like it after 
that, you can go anywhere you want to.” So, my sister went 
first. Two years later, my brother went, (and) the next year I 
went with the idea that I would go a year. But, I also kind of 
knew my sister and brother loved it. I had a lot of friends from 
Texas who were going at the same time, and after one year, 
there was no doubt I wanted to finish at Graceland.  

Yeah, I remember, really from day one, my brother got me into 
the same hall as he was in - with a different roommate - and I 
met three or four other freshmen that first day. We went out 
and played “capture the football.” I didn’t know who they were. 
From Council Bluffs, Iowa, two of them were. One was from 
Des Moines, and we became instant friends and stayed that 
way all four years.  

I would say that, um, there wasn’t anything I didn’t love. As a 
student, I remember seniors and thinking right now I wasn’t 
really ready to graduate. I enjoyed it. I mean, I was ready to get 
a job, but four years went too fast because of all the friends I 
had made while I was here at Graceland.  

Yeah, I really had a very good job working for Jorgans of Steel. 
And Don Currens, a development officer at Graceland who I’d 
known for years, came to me and said, “Kelly, I know you really 



like your job, but I think you would love your job if you came 
back and worked at Graceland in the Office of Development.” 
And he was going to retire in a year. So that year, my wife and I 
talked about it, and she said “if you come back to work there, 
we have three kids that are about ready to go to college, and 
then eleven nieces and nephews who are in the same boat that 
are going to come. So, why not?” I liked what I did, but Don was 
pretty convincing when he said “you would love it if you 
worked there.” It’s been 22 years since I took that job, and Don 
was right. I thank him every time I see him.  

I absolutely love working here at Graceland. To see my kids and 
my nieces and nephews and so many other people I know, their 
friends and their kids come through Graceland, that makes it 
very worthwhile. 

Yeah, what’s important about it is that we reach out to so many 
people that don’t always historically think about Graceland - 
that they are giving. Everybody gets requested. (It) doesn’t 
matter the size of the gifts. We give gifts of all sizes, but one 
day a year, we want people to think about their memory of this 
place. So, there may be a financial gift by a lot of people, but 
the most important thing I think is remembering a time it was 
meaningful on campus. That’s why they are making a gift. And 
there is also a time their gift, no matter how big or small, is 
going to be impactful to some student on this campus to make 
their day a better day. That’s why it’s so important for us. 

Hello. I’m Kelly Everett, vice president for Institutional 
Advancement here at Graceland University. Please make a gift 



on Tuesday during our #Grateful4Graceland Day of Giving. You 
can also watch our TV webcast live from the MSC on the Stretch 
Network and on Facebook. I am definitely grateful for 
Graceland, are you?  

 


