
Kaylee Burkhiser Testimonial Script 
 

Hi, my name is Kaylee Burkhiser. I’m from Omaha, Nebraska. I’m 
a senior, and this year, I am COSA president.  

I came to Graceland on a volleyball scholarship. I was recruited 
my junior/senior year by Stew McDole, and I came in one summer 
and visited Graceland with my aunt and uncle. Actually, my uncle 
went (to Graceland). And um, I was a little iffy about it. I loved the 
small campus. I thought it was absolutely beautiful. Um, but I 
realized what really got me to come here was the community and 
the small classroom sizes and the opportunity to get involved. It 
was really awesome for me. 

I (will graduate with) a double major in business administration 
and communication, which has been really awesome because I 
think those complement each other really well. Every business 
needs valuable communication, and any communication business 
is a business. I hope to get into event planning someday and 
continue my passion for COSA. 

Here at Graceland, I have had a very unique experience. I came 
in as an athlete, and I was really connected to that identity, I 
guess you can say, as being a volleyball player here at 
Graceland. I didn't think that I’d ever get involved in student 
government or the housing system, but COSA kind of came into 
my life. I couldn’t stop getting involved with that. So, I was a 
COSA rep myself my year on Hanthorne, and that leadership 
experience kind of encouraged me to run for house president. 
Which, like freshman year, I never thought that I would do that. 
Everyone said, “You should do it. You’re really bubbly,” and I said, 
“No, that’s not for me. I’m not interested.” But it was probably one 
of the best decisions I’ve ever made, applying for house 
president. And I ended up moving to Paloma. I think that’s the 
house I was really meant to be on. I love Hanthorne so much, but 



I definitely found home on Paloma, which was definitely exciting. 
That encouraged me to run for COSA president. So, coming to 
Graceland my freshman year, if you told me the road I would go 
down, I would have never thought that would be me. But I’m so 
thankful for it and all the opportunities it has given me. Um, it’s 
definitely changed my life for sure.  

So, I definitely get financial aid from Graceland, and I have a work 
study. So, ever since my freshman year, I have been working. It 
did turn into House President and COSA jobs, but I have been 
working. It’s extremely important. Graceland was the more 
expensive option when I was choosing colleges, but I definitely 
thought the opportunities here outweighed the costs. Which I think 
is really valuable because I’ve learned more here than I think I 
ever would having gone to a bigger school. By that I mean, like 
socially and developing as a young adult and a young 
professional. 

Aw, you’re gonna make me cry. I don’t want to leave Graceland. I 
think I’m gonna miss the relationships that I’ve built here. Um, 
these are my people. I don’t want to live far away from them, but I 
also know there’s opportunity out there. I’m also going to miss the 
fact that, like, anywhere you go, there’s someone that you can 
talk to. Everyone’s so kind here, and there’s just such a tight 
community that is just so phenomenal you can’t really get 
anywhere else. So, I think that just having those people around, 
your people around, is what I am going to miss the most. 

Hello. I’m Kaylee Burkhiser, and I’m a senior from Omaha, 
Nebraska. Please make a gift on Tuesday during our 
#Grateful4Graceland Day of Giving. You can watch our TV 
broadcast live from the MSC on Stretch Network or Facebook on 
the Graceland University Alumni page. Are you grateful for 
Graceland? I am.  

 


