
Inauguration video of Dr. Patricia Draves - 
Transcript 
 
The reason Jeff and I came to Graceland is friends 
called me when they saw the opportunity for the 
presidency and said, “you’ve gotta look at this. I 
think it’s a good fit.” Then I learned about the 
values of Graceland: learning, community and 
wholeness. And as I looked into how Graceland lives 
out those values, I was hooked.  
 

Video type insert slide: “Dr. Draves brings the 
experience, energy and spirit needed to lead the 
university on our continued path of growth and 
success.” – Harry J. Ashenhurst, PhD, Board of 
Trustees. 
 

It’s really the people of Graceland that make this 
great university. So, the faculty that are dedicated 
to the students, to the staff and to the 
administration. To coaches and visual and 
performing arts. Colleagues that are caring; 
committed to excellence. And of course, our alumni 



and friends who are unbelievably dedicated to this 
institution like no other place I have ever seen.  
 
Our students are an extremely interesting and 
diverse group. And of course, to our founding 
church, the Community of Christ, for the core values 
that started this institution and thread throughout 
this place day in and day out.  
 

Video type insert slide: “The search committee 
did an excellent job selecting Dr. Draves as 
Graceland’s next president. Pat brings a unique 
set of skills that will move Graceland forward.” 
– John D. Sellars, PhD, President Emeritus. 

 
I’m honored to serve as Graceland’s 18th president. 
Graceland’s been a strong institution since 1895. I 
look forward to working with the faculty and the 
staff and the alumni here at Graceland to build a 
strong future for years to come. 
 
There is a strong foundation from the 
entrepreneurial spirit of this place and the things 



that we’ve done on both campuses of Graceland 
University.  
 
Strong futures honor the shared journey of 
generations; an ongoing history of the Power of 
Together. 


